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Introduction 
2QH�RI�WKH�EHVW�ZD\V�WR�LPSURYH�IOXHQF\�DQG��WKHUHIRUH��FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�LV�WKURXJK�³5HSHDWHG�*XLGHG�2UDO�
5HDGLQJ´��7KH�1DWLRQDO�5HDGLQJ�3DQHO�UHVHDUFK�IRXQG�WKDW�³JXLGHG�UHSHDWHG�RUDO�UHDGLQJ�SURFHGXUHV�WKDW�
LQFOXGHG�JXLGDQFH�IURP�WHDFKHUV��SHHUV��RU�SDUHQWV�KDG�D�VLJQLILFDQW�DQG�SRVLWLYH�LPSDFW�RQ�ZRUG�UHFRJQLWLRQ��
IOXHQF\��DQG�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�DFURVV�D�UDQJH�RI�JUDGH�OHYHOV��%XW�KRZ�LV�UHSHDWHG��JXLGHG�RUDO�UHDGLQJ�GRQH�LQ�D�
QRQ-WKUHDWHQLQJ�HQYLURQPHQW"�7KRXJK�WKH�DUWV�DQG�5HDGHU¶V�7KHDWHU� 
 
5HDGHU¶V�7KHDWHU�SURYLGHV�DQ�HDV\-WR-LPSOHPHQW��IXQ��DQG�HQJDJLQJ�UHDGLQJ�HQULFKPHQW�DFWLYLW\�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�
GUDPDWLF�WH[WV��VFULSWV�SOD\V�VWRULHV��WKDW�GR�QRW�UHTXLUH�PHPRUL]DWLRQ��SURSV�RU�D�VWDJH��6FULSWV�DUH�ZULWWHQ�OLNH�
SOD\V�ZLWK�FKDUDFWHU�GLDORJXH��EXW�DOVR�LQFOXGH�QDUUDWLRQ��OLNH�VWRULHV��WR�H[SODLQ�WR�UHDGHUV�OLVWHQHUV�ZKDW¶V�
KDSSHQLQJ�LQ�WKH�VWRU\�WKDW�WKH�UHDGHUV�FDQ¶W�KHDU�RU�VHH��7KLV�QDUUDWLRQ�LV�ZKDW�HOLPLQDWHV�WKH�QHHGV�IRU�SURSV��
VWDJH��RU�VRXQG�HIIHFWV��&KLOGUHQ�\RXWK�UHDG�DORXG�WRJHWKHU�LQ�VPDOO�JURXSV�ZLWK�HDFK�DVVXPLQJ�D�GLIIHUHQW�
FKDUDFWHU�UROH�DQG�EULQJLQJ�LW�WR�OLIH�ZLWK�YHUEDO�DQG�SK\VLFDO�H[SUHVVLRQ�� 
 
/HDUQLQJ�LQ�DQG�WKURXJK�WKH�DUWV�FDQ�HYHQ�KHOS�VWXGHQWV�RYHUFRPH�WKH�REVWDFOHV�RI�GLVDGYDQWDJHG�EDFNJURXQGV���
5HDGHU¶V�7KHDWHU�JLYHV�$//�VWXGHQWV�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�EH�FUHDWLYH�ZKLFK�NHHSV�WKHP�HQJDJHG�IRU�WKH�HQWLUH�
UHDGLQJ�DFWLYLW\��3XWWLQJ�RQ�D�WKHDWULFDO�SOD\�FDQ�EH�D�WUHPHQGRXV�DPRXQW�RI�ZRUN�DQG�SUHSDUDWLRQ�IRU�LQVWUXFWRUV�
DQG�VWXGHQWV�DQG�W\SLFDOO\�RQO\�SURYLGHV�D�VSRWOLJKW�IRU�D�KDQGIXO�RI�NLGV��XVXDOO\�WKRVH�ZKR�DOUHDG\�KDYH�WKH�
FRQILGHQFH�RU�WDOHQW�WR�UHDG�RU�SHUIRUP�LQ�IURQW�RI�ODUJH�JURXSV����&RQYHUVHO\��5HDGHU¶V�7KHDWHU�SURYLGHV�D�
EDODQFHG�SODWIRUP�IRU�$//�VWXGHQWV�WR�VKLQH�ZLWK�PRVWO\�EDODQFHG�UROHV�EHLQJ�UHDG�DQG�UH-UHDG�LQ�VPDOO�QRQ-
WKUHDWHQLQJ�JURXSV�� 
 
,Q�IDFW��VWUXJJOLQJ�UHDGHUV�WHQG�WR�EH�WKH�EHVW�5HDGHU¶V�7KHDWHU�SHUIRUPHUV��ZKHQ�JLYHQ�D�UROH�WKH\�FDQ�UHDG�ZLWK�
DFFXUDF\�DQG�FRQILGHQFH��DV�WKH\�VHHP�WR�KDYH�D�EHWWHU�DSWLWXGH�IRU�FUHDWLYH�DQG�GUDPDWLF�H[SUHVVLRQ��
&RQVHTXHQWO\��WKH\�W\SLFDOO\�HQG�XS�EHLQJ�WKH�ELJJHVW�VWDUV�LQ�WKLV�W\SH�RI�DFWLYLW\���,PDJLQH�QRZ�WKDW�\RX�DUH�D�
VWXGHQW�WKDW�RQFH�ZDV�ILOOHG�ZLWK�DQ[LHW\�DW�WKH�WKRXJKW�RI�UHDGLQJ�RXW�ORXG�DQG�QRZ�\RX�DVVRFLDWH�\RXU�UHDGLQJ�
ZLWK�SULGH�DQG�FRQILGHQFH��5HDGHU
V�7KHDWHU�RIIHUV�D�OLIH-FKDQJLQJ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�PDQ\�VWUXJJOLQJ�VWXGHQWV�LQ�D�
ZD\�WKDW�FDSWLYDWHV�VWXGHQWV¶�LQWHUHVW�DQG�JLYHV�WKHP�D�OHJLWLPDWH�UHDVRQ�DQG�GHVLUH�WR�UH-UHDG�WKH�VDPH�WH[W�� 
 
5ROH-SOD\�UHDGLQJ�LQ�D�VXSSRUWLYH�HQYLURQPHQW�KHOSV�WR�EXLOG�FRQILGHQFH�DQG�VHOI-HVWHHP�LQ�FKLOGUHQ��VWUHQJWKHQV�
RUDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�VNLOOV�LQ�VWXGHQWV�RI�DOO��UHDGLQJ�OHYHOV��DQG�KHOSV�WR�EXLOG�RU�VWUHQJWKHQ�VRFLDO�HPRWLRQDO�
ERQGV�EHWZHHQ�PHPEHUV�RI�D�JURXS��:KHQ�FKLOGUHQ�FDQ�UHDG�ZLWK�VXFFHVV�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKHLU�SHHUV��WKHLU�
FRQILGHQFH�DQG�HQWKXVLDVP�VRDU��DQG�WKHLU�UHDGLQJ�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�VNLOOV�JURZ�DW�D�PRUH�UDSLG�SDFH�� 
 
'UDPD��OLNH�SRHWU\��VRPHWLPHV�JHWV�QHJOHFWHG�LQ�WKH�OLWHUDWXUH�FXUULFXOXP��\HW�LW�RIIHUV�DQ�DEXQGDQFH�RI�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�LPSURYHG�OHDUQLQJ��3OD\V�LQKHUHQWO\�FRPH�ZLWK�EXLOW-LQ�VWUDWHJLHV�WR�KHOS�VWXGHQWV�UHDG�
EHWWHU��'UDPDWLF�WH[W�RIIHUV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�FUHDWLYLW\�DQG�H[SUHVVLRQ��DQG�WKH�DFWLQJ�RXW�RI�VWRU\�GLDORJXH��HYHQ�
LQ�D�VLPSOH�UHDGLQJ�IRUP��FRPSHOV�UHDGHUV�WR�ZRUN�PRUH�FORVHO\�ZLWK�WKH�WH[W�WR�LQWHUSUHW�DQG�SURMHFW�PHDQLQJ�
LQWR�WKH�VKDUHG�UHDGLQJ�H[SHULHQFH��)RU�WKHVH�VDPH�UHDVRQV��3OD\ERRNV��DOVR�SUHVHQW�HQKDQFHG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�
OHDUQLQJ�(QJOLVK�DV�D�VHFRQG�ODQJXDJH��(6/�(/'��� 
 
$OWKRXJK�GHVLJQHG�WR�EH�UHDG�DORXG�OLNH�D�SOD\��UHDGLQJ�D�3OD\ERRN��LV�DV�VLPSOH�DV�UHDGLQJ�DQ\�RWKHU�VWRU\��EXW�
D�ORW�PRUH�IXQ��SRZHUIXO��DQG�HIIHFWLYH��6WXGHQWV�ILQG�VHFXULW\�LQ�KDYLQJ�RQH�FRORU�DVVLJQHG�WR�WKHP�DQG�VHHP�WR�
WDNH�³RZQHUVKLS´�LQ�WKDW�FRORU�DQG�LWV�DVVRFLDWHG�FKDUDFWHU��$V�D�UHVXOW��WKH�VWUHVV�RI�UHDGLQJ�DORXG�LQ�IURQW�RI�
SHHUV�LV�JUHDWO\�UHGXFHG��DQG�VWXGHQWV�DUH�TXLFN�WR�EHFRPH�GHHSO\�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�UHDGLQJ�DFWLYLW\��5DWKHU�WKDQ�
VLPSO\�GHFRGLQJ�ZRUGV�DQG�UHFLWLQJ�VHQWHQFHV��UHDGHUV�EHFRPH�HQWKUDOOHG�LQ�WKH�VWRU\��DFWLRQ��DQG�HYHQWV�WKDW�
PDNH�XS�WKH�SOD\��$V�D�UHVXOW��VWXGHQWV�FRPH�DZD\�IURP�UHDGLQJ�D�3OD\ERRN��VWRU\�ZLWK�LPSURYHG�
FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�DQG�UHWHQWLRQ� 
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Playbooks® are Designed for Small Reading Groups  
3OD\ERRN��VWRULHV�DUH�EHVW�UHDG�DQG�HQMR\HG�E\�VPDOO�UHDGLQJ�JURXSV��UDWKHU�WKDQ�VKDULQJ�SDUWV�ZLWK�DOO�VWXGHQWV�
LQ�WKH�FODVV���$�VPDOO�UHDGLQJ�JURXS�FUHDWHV�D�VDIH�³UHDGLQJ�DFWLYLW\´�DWPRVSKHUH��YHUVXV�D�IULJKWHQLQJ�
SHUIRUPDQFH�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�HQWLUH�FODVV�� 
 

Playbooks® are Designed for “Integrated” Reading Groups 
3OD\ERRN��0XOWL-/HYHOHG�5HDGHU¶V�7KHDWHU�VWRULHV�DUH�GHVLJQHG�WR�EH�UHDG�E\�ORZ�PHGLXP�KLJK�OHYHO�UHDGHUV�
DOO�LQ�WKH�VDPH�JURXS�ZLWK�HDFK�UHDGLQJ�DW�KLV�RU�KHU�RZQ�OHYHO�ZLWK�DFFXUDF\�DQG�FRQILGHQFH��7KHUH�LV�W\SLFDOO\�
JUHDW�GLVSDULW\�LQ�WKH�UHDGLQJ�DELOLWLHV�RI�VWXGHQWV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VDPH�JUDGH�FODVVURRP��VWXGHQWV�UHDGLQJ�DW��DERYH��RU�
EHORZ�JUDGH�OHYHO���,Q�DIWHU�VFKRRO�SURJUDPV�DQG�RWKHU�VSHFLDO�JURXSV��VWXGHQWV�DUH�W\SLFDOO\�IURP�GLIIHUHQW�JUDGHV�
UHSUHVHQWLQJ�D�VSDQ�RI�DJHV��&RPELQLQJ�VWXGHQWV�RI�YDU\LQJ�DJHV�DQG�UHDGLQJ�DELOLWLHV�WR�UHDG�DORXG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�
JURXS�FUHDWHV�D�G\QDPLF�DQG�SRZHUIXO�UHDGLQJ�DFWLYLW\��7KHUH�DUH�REYLRXV�EHQHILWV�IRU�ORZ�OHYHO�UHDGHUV�H[SRVHG�
DQG�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�KLJKHU�OHYHO�UHDGHUV�UHDGLQJ�KLJKHU�OHYHO�WH[W��D�FKLOG¶V�OLVWHQLQJ�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�LV�W\SLFDOO\�WZR�
JUDGHV�KLJKHU�WKDQ�KLV�UHDGLQJ�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ���/LVWHQLQJ�WR�ULFKHU�YRFDEXODU\��SURSHU�LQIOH[LRQ��DQG�FDGHQFH�
KHOSV�D�FKLOG�LPSURYH�KLV�RU�KHU�RZQ�UHDGLQJ�DELOLWLHV�� 
 
7KHUH�DUH�DOVR�JUHDW�EHQHILWV�IRU�PHGLXP�DQG�KLJK�OHYHO�UHDGHUV�H[SRVHG�WR�ORZHU�OHYHO�UHDGHUV�LQ�D�UROH-SOD\�
UHDGLQJ�IRUPDW�DV�ORZ-OHYHO�UHDGHUV�WHQG�WR�KDYH�D�EHWWHU�DSWLWXGH�IRU�FUHDWLYH�DQG�GUDPDWLF�H[SUHVVLRQ��:KHUH�
DGYDQFHG�UHDGHUV�PD\�GR�ZHOO�ZLWK�RUDO�SURQXQFLDWLRQ��VSHHG�DQG�DFFXUDF\��WKH\�PD\�KDYH�OLWWOH�SURILFLHQF\�ZLWK�
H[SUHVVLRQ�DQG�GUDPDWLF�LQIOH[LRQ��7KHUHIRUH��DOO�VWXGHQWV�EHQHILW�IURP�UHDGLQJ�DQG�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�D�3OD\ERRN��LQ�D�
VPDOO�LQWHJUDWHG�UHDGLQJ�JURXS� 
 

Meeting State Educational Standards-Language Arts 
$V�DQ�HGXFDWLRQDO�WRRO��WKH�XVH�RI�3OD\ERRNV��PHHWV�QXPHURXV�VWDWH�HGXFDWLRQDO�VWDQGDUGV��9LVLW�
ZZZ�UHDGHUVWKHDWHU�FRP�SDJHV�VWDQGDUGV�IRU�3OD\ERRN��DSSOLFDELOLW\�WR�VWDQGDUGV�IRU�\RXU�VWDWH� 
 

Teacher Preparation 
Determine Type of Reading Activity/Performance & Grouping 

7KHUH�LV�D�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�UHDGLQJ�DORXG�LQ�IURQW�RI�RWKHU�VWXGHQWV�DQG�UHDGLQJ�DORXG�ZLWK�RWKHU�VWXGHQWV� 
,I�\RX�SODQ�WR�KDYH�\RXU�VWXGHQWV�UHDG�?ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU�LQ�VPDOO�JURXSV��\RX�FDQ�MXVW�GLJ�ULJKW�LQ�DQG�JHW�VWDUWHG�
ZLWK�OLWWOH�RU�QR�SUHSDUDWLRQ�RWKHU�WKDQ�PLQGIXOO\�DVVLJQLQJ�FKDUDFWHU�UROHV��%HFDXVH�3OD\ERRNV��DUH�PXOWL-
OHYHOHG��VWXGHQWV�FDQ�EH�DVVLJQHG�UROHV�WKH\�FDQ�UHDG�ZLWK�DFFXUDF\�DQG�FRQILGHQFH��7KHUHIRUH��VWXGHQWV�GR�QRW�
W\SLFDOO\�QHHG�WR�SUDFWLFH�WKHLU�OLQHV�EHIRUH�UHDGLQJ�DORXG�LQ�QRQ-WKUHDWHQLQJ�VPDOO�JURXSV��$OO�RI�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�
UROHV�LQ�3OD\ERRNV��DUH�VSHFLDOO\�FUHDWHG�WR�DGGUHVV�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�UHDGLQJ�DELOLWLHV��7KH\�DUH�GHVLJQHG�WR�EH�D�
IXQ�DQG�FRPSHOOLQJ�ZD\�WR�UHDG�D�VWRU\�IRU�WKH�ILUVW�WLPH�LQ�D�VDIH�VPDOO�JURXS�HQYLURQPHQW��7KH�HOHPHQWV�RI�
VXUSULVH�DQG�H[SORUDWLRQ�KHOS�WR�IRVWHU�D�ORYH�RI�UHDGLQJ�DQG�EXLOG�D�VHQVH�RI�FRPPXQLW\�LQ�WKH�FODVVURRP��
7UHDWLQJ�DOO�VWXGHQWV�HTXDOO\�ZLOO�KHOS�HPSRZHU�VWUXJJOLQJ�UHDGHUV��WKH�PRUH�WKH\�DUH�FKDOOHQJHG�E\�LPSURPSWX�
UHDGLQJ��WKH�PRUH�WKH\�ZLOO�LPSURYH�WKHLU�IOXHQF\��$OO�UHDGHUV��IURP�ORZ�OHYHO�WR�KLJK�OHYHO��QHHG�WR�DFFHSW�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�UHDGLQJ�DORXG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�PHHW�OLVWHQLQJ�DQG�VSHDNLQJ�VWDQGDUGV��:KHQ�VWXGHQWV�UHDG�WKHLU�SDUWV�
VLOHQWO\��IRU�SUDFWLFH�SXUSRVHV�DKHDG�RI�WLPH��WKH\�PD\�ORVH�WKH�GLVFRYHU\�HOHPHQW�RI�UHDGLQJ�DORXG�LQ�D�JURXS��
&KLOGUHQ�HQMR\�LPSURYLQJ�WKHLU�SRUWUD\DOV�DQG�SHUIRUPDQFHV�HDFK�WLPH�DQG�ORYH�WR�UHDG�D�
3OD\ERRN��VWRU\�RYHU�DQG�RYHU�� 
 
,I�\RX�SODQ�WR�KDYH�VWXGHQWV�UHDG�WKH�VWRU\�LQ�IURQW�RI�RWKHU�VWXGHQWV��ZKR�DUH�QRW�SDUW�RI�
WKH�UHDGLQJ�JURXS�DQG�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�JLYHQ�D�UROH���RU�LQ�IURQW�D�ODUJHU�JURXS�IRU�
³SHUIRUPDQFH´�SXUSRVHV��EH�VXUH�WR�DOORZ�VWXGHQWV�DPSOH�WLPH�WR�SUDFWLFH�WKHLU�UROHV�LQ�WKH�
VPDOO�QRQ-WKUHDWHQLQJ�JURXSV�ILUVW�RU�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ��RU�ERWK����:DWFK�IUHH�ZHELQDU������RQ�
��-6WRU\�5RWDWLRQ�DW�ZZZ�UHDGHUVWKHDWHU�FRP�SDJHV�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ-WRROV 
 
 
,W�LV�EHVW�IRU�HDFK�VWXGHQW�WR�KDYH�KLV�RU�KHU�RZQ�FRS\�RI�WKH�3OD\ERRN���0RVW�VHWV�FRPH�
ZLWK�RQH�FRS\�IRU�HDFK�FKDUDFWHU�LQ�WKH�VWRU\��VR�WKH\�DUH�GHVLJQHG�IRU�RQH�VPDOO�UHDGLQJ�
JURXS�DW�D�WLPH��,I�\RX�KDYH�PXOWLSOH�WLWOHV��\RX�FDQ�DVVLJQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�VWRU\�WR�HDFK�VPDOO�
JURXS��,I�QRW��\RX�FDQ�URWDWH�VPDOO�JURXSV�WKURXJK�WKH�VDPH�VWRU\��:KLOH�RQH�VPDOO�JURXS�

 
 



� 

RI�VWXGHQWV�UHDGV�WKH�VWRU\�WRJHWKHU��RWKHU�JURXSV�FDQ�EH�GRLQJ�FURVV-FXUULFXODU�VXSSOHPHQWDO�DFWLYLW\�VKHHWV�WKDW�
FRPH�ZLWK�WKH�VWRU\�VHWV��RU�VRPH�RWKHU�UHDGLQJ�FXUULFXOXP�DFWLYLW\� 
 
3OD\ERRNV��FDQ�DOVR�EH�XVHG�DV�D�FKRUDO�UHDGLQJ�WRRO�E\�UHDGLQJ�DORXG�WRJHWKHU�DV�D�FODVV��,I�WKHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�
(6/�(/'�VWXGHQWV�LQ�WKH�FODVV�RU�VK\�RU�QRQ�FRQILGHQW�UHDGHUV��LW�FDQ�EH�YHU\�KHOSIXO�WR�UHDG�WKH�VWRU\�ILUVW�DV�D�
³FKRUDO�UHDGLQJ´�EHIRUH�WKH�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�WR�UHDG�WKHLU�SDUWV�³VROR´�LQ�WKHLU�VPDOO�JURXSV��7KLV�VWLOO�DOORZV�UHDGHUV�
WR�GLVFRYHU�WKH�VWRU\�ZLWKRXW�UHDGLQJ�VLOHQWO\�DKHDG�RI�WLPH��EXW�DOVR�JLYHV�WKHP�D�OLWWOH�SUDFWLFH�EHIRUH�UHDGLQJ�
DORXG�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKHLU�VPDOO�JURXS�SHHUV��7KHUH�DUH�WZR�W\SHV�RI�FKRUDO�UHDGLQJ��<RX�PD\�FKRRVH�WR�UHDG�WKH�HQWLUH�
VWRU\�ZLWK�DOO�VWXGHQWV�UHDGLQJ�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�DQG�WKHQ�JUDGXDOO\�UHOHDVH�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�WKHP�DV�WKH\�PDVWHU�
WKH�YRFDEXODU\��+RZHYHU��VWXGHQWV�FDQ�JHW�ORVW�LQ�WKH�QRLVH�DQG�DFWLYLW\�ZKHQ�DOO�VWXGHQWV�UHDG�DOO�SDUWV�WRJHWKHU��
6WUXFWXUHG�FKDUDFWHU�JURXSV�SURYLGH�D�PRUH�VXSSRUWLYH�W\SH�RI�FKRUDO�UHDGLQJ�� 
 
)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�UHDGLQJ�WKH�VWRU\��-DFN�DQG�WKH�%HDQVWDON��\RX�ZRXOG�JURXS�DOO�WKH�UHDGHUV�DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�UROH�RI�
-DFN�LQWR�RQH�FRUQHU��DOO�WKH�UHDGHUV�DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�*LDQW�LQ�DQRWKHU�FRUQHU��HWF��7KH�VWRU\�LV�WKHQ�UHDG�DORXG�LQ�LWV�
HQWLUHW\��HDFK�VWUXFWXUHG�FKDUDFWHU�JURXS�UHDGLQJ�LW¶V�SDUW�LQ�WXUQ��<RX�RU�D�SDUHQW�YROXQWHHU�FDQ�GLUHFW�HDFK�JURXS�
ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�H[SUHVVLRQ��LQIOHFWLRQ��HWF��7KLV�KHOSV�VWXGHQWV�WR�EHFRPH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�KRZ�WR�UHDG�WKHLU�OLQHV�
�ZLWKRXW�JRLQJ�VROR�ILUVW��DQG�DV�D�UHVXOW��WKH\�PLJKW�EH�PRUH�FRQILGHQW�DQG�H[SUHVVLYH�ZKHQ�UHDGLQJ�WKHLU�SDUW�LQ�
WKH�VPDOO�JURXS�WKDQ�LI�WKH\�KDG�RQO\�SUDFWLFHG�UHDGLQJ�VLOHQWO\��$OWKRXJK�RQH�ERRN�FDQ�EH�VKDUHG�DPRQJVW�DV�
PDQ\�DV�WKUHH�UHDGHUV��PRUH�ERRN�FRSLHV�DUH�W\SLFDOO\�QHHGHG�IRU�WKLV�FKRUDO�JURXS�UHDGLQJ��3OD\ERRNV��DUH�
DYDLODEOH�LQ�³&ODVVURRP�6HWV´�SURYLGLQJ�XS�WR����FRSLHV�RI�D�JLYHQ�VWRU\�� 
 
Assigning Story Characters to Readers  

:DWFK�IUHH�ZHELQDU������RQ�%HVW�5ROH-$VVLJQPHQW�7HFKQLTXHV�DQG�ILQG�WKH�UHFRPPHQGHG�UHDGHU�DVVLJQPHQW�
IRUPV�DW�ZZZ�UHDGHUVWKHDWHU�FRP�SDJHV�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ-WRROV 
 
:LWK�PXOWL-OHYHOHG�5HDGHU¶V�WKHDWHU�VWRULHV��\RX�VKRXOG�DVVLJQ�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�UROHV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�DOORZLQJ�VWXGHQWV�WR�
FKRRVH��&KDUDFWHU�UROHV�VKRXOG�EH�SULYDWHO\�DVVLJQHG�EDVHG�RQ�PDWFKLQJ�WKH�UHDGLQJ�OHYHO�RI�WKH�UHDGHU�DV�FORVHO\�
DV�SRVVLEOH�ZLWK�WKH�OHYHO�RI�D�JLYHQ�FKDUDFWHU�VR�WKDW�HDFK�UHDGHU�KDV�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�UHDG�KLV�RU�KHU�SDUW�ZLWK�
DFFXUDF\�DQG�FRQILGHQFH��6HH�WKH�QH[W�VHFWLRQ�IRU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�3OD\ERRN��5HDGLQJ�/HYHOV�DQG�WKH�RSWLPXP�
PHWKRG�IRU�PDWFKLQJ�WKHP�WR�VWXGHQWV�� 
 
)RU�DQ�HDVLHU�PHWKRG�RI�DVVLJQLQJ�UROHV��VLPSO\�LGHQWLI\�\RXU�KLJKHVW�OHYHO�VWXGHQWV�DQG�\RXU�ORZHVW�OHYHO�VWXGHQWV��
7KHQ��WKH�VWXGHQWV�WKDW�IDOO�LQ�EHWZHHQ�EHFRPH�\RXU�PHGLXP�OHYHO�VWXGHQWV��$VVLJQ�WKH�KLJKHVW�UROHV�DQG�WKH�ORZHVW�
UROHV�FDUHIXOO\�XVLQJ�WKH�5HFRPPHQGHG�5HDGHU�$VVLJQPHQW��55$��FKDUW�SURYLGHG�ZLWK�WKH�3OD\ERRN��VWRU\�
DQG�UHFRUG�WKH�UHDGHUV�IRU�HDFK�FKDUDFWHU�RQ�WKLV�FKDUW��7KHQ�DVVLJQ�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�UHDGHUV�WR�WKH�PLGGOH�UROHV�
�ZKLFK�DUH�W\SLFDOO\�WKH�ODUJHVW�VHFWLRQ�RI�UROHV���7KH�OHQJWK�DQG�VHQWHQFH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�SDVVDJHV�DQG�GLIILFXOW\�RI�
YRFDEXODU\�GHWHUPLQH�WKH�OHYHOHG�FKDUDFWHU�UROHV��7KH�55$�FKDUW�DOVR�VKRZV�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�WLPHV�HDFK�FKDUDFWHU�
VSHDNV�DQG�RU�WKH�SHUFHQW�RI�ZRUGV�RI�WKH�WRWDO�VWRU\�HDFK�UROH�PDNHV�XS��KHOSLQJ�\RX�GHWHUPLQH�ZKLFK�UROHV�DUH�
EHVW�VXLWHG�IRU�\RXU�VWXGHQWV¶�UHDGLQJ�DELOLWLHV�DQG�SHUVRQDOLWLHV��8VLQJ�WKH�55$�FKDUW�ZLOO�DOORZ�\RX�WR�JURXS�
VWXGHQWV�RI�GLIIHUHQW�DELOLW\�OHYHOV�WRJHWKHU��DFFRPPRGDWLQJ�XS�WR�ILYH�VHSDUDWH�JURXS�DVVLJQPHQWV��7KH�55$�PD\�
DOVR�VHUYH�DV�D�UHFRUG�RI�VWXGHQW�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�DQG�LPSURYHPHQW��,I�\RX�KDYH�WR�VHOHFW�D�KLJKHU�RU�ORZHU�OHYHO�IRU�D�
VWXGHQW�WKDQ�KLV�RU�KHU�UHDGLQJ�OHYHO��LW�PD\�EH�EHWWHU�WR�VHOHFW�WKH�ORZHU�XQWLO�VWXGHQWV�EHFRPH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�WKH�
IRUPDW��UHPHPEHU��ZH�ZDQW�VWXGHQWV�WR�UHDG�ZLWK�FRQILGHQFH�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKHLU�SHHUV��� 
 
Color of Text and Character Balance: 0RVW�VWXGHQWV�GRQ¶W�UHDOL]H�WKDW�FHUWDLQ�SDUWV�DUH�ZULWWHQ�DW�HDVLHU�RU�KDUGHU�
OHYHOV��7KH�FRORU�RI�WH[W�XVHG�IRU�DQ\�SDUWLFXODU�FKDUDFWHU�KDV�QR�UHODWLRQ�WR�D�UHDGLQJ�OHYHO��6R�WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�
GRQ¶W�DVVRFLDWH�D�FHUWDLQ�FRORU�RI�WH[W�DV�EHLQJ�ZULWWHQ�IRU�ORZHU�RU�KLJKHU�DELOLW\�UHDGHUV��FRORUV�DUH�DVVLJQHG�WR�
FKDUDFWHUV�UDQGRPO\�IRU�HDFK�VWRU\��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��JUHDW�FDUH�LV�WDNHQ�GXULQJ�WKH�HGLWLQJ�RI�3OD\ERRNV��WR�
LQWHUZHDYH�DQG�EDODQFH�FKDUDFWHU�UROHV�DV�PXFK�DV�SRVVLEOH�VR�WKDW�D�ORZ�OHYHO�UHDGHU�IHHOV�KH�LV�UHDGLQJ�DV�
PXFK�DV�D�KLJKHU�OHYHO�UHDGHU��$OWKRXJK�D�FKDUDFWHU�UROH�ZULWWHQ�DW�D�KLJKHU�OHYHO�PD\�KDYH�ORQJHU�OLQHV��DQG�D�
UROH�ZULWWHQ�DW�DQ�HDVLHU�OHYHO�PD\�KDYH�VKRUWHU�OLQHV��WKH�ORZHU�OHYHO�FKDUDFWHU�VWLOO�VSHDNV�FRQVLVWHQWO\�WKURXJKRXW�
WKH�VWRU\��$JDLQ��WKLV�LV�ZK\�PRVW�VWXGHQWV�GRQ¶W�UHDOL]H�WKH\¶UH�UHDGLQJ�DQ�HDVLHU�UROH��6RPH�UROHV�PD\�KDYH�D�
ODUJHU�QXPEHU�RI�VSHDNLQJ�OLQHV��HLWKHU�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�WKH�³VWDU�UROH�´�ZKLFK�LV�RIWHQ�D�ORZHU�OHYHO�FKDUDFWHU��RU�
EHFDXVH�LW�LV�D�PRUH�GLIILFXOW�SDUW�WKDW�FDUULHV�WKH�SORW��6RPH�UROHV�PD\�KDYH�D�VPDOOHU�QXPEHU�RI�VSHDNLQJ�OLQHV��
EXW�ODUJHU�EORFNV�RI�WH[W��6R��D�FKDUDFWHU�PD\�KDYH�RQO\����VSHDNLQJ�OLQHV�EXW�PDNH�XS�����RI�WKH�WH[W�RI�WKH�VWRU\��
ZKLOH�DQRWKHU�FKDUDFWHU�KDV����VSHDNLQJ�OLQHV�DQG�PDNHV�XS�RQO\�����RI�WKH�VWRU\��,Q�DOO�FDVHV��ZH�WU\�WR�DFKLHYH�
WKH�JRDO�RI�FKDUDFWHU�EDODQFH�DV�EHVW�DV�SRVVLEOH� 
 
7KLV�EDODQFH�GRHV�QRW�DSSO\�WR�UROHV�ODEHOHG�³6PDOO�3DUWV´�DV�WKHVH�LQFLGHQWDO�FKDUDFWHUV�PD\�VSHDN�RQO\�RQFH�RU�
WZLFH�LQ�RQO\�D�VPDOO�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWRU\��7\SLFDOO\�LW¶V�EHVW�WR�DVVLJQ�³6PDOO�3DUWV´�WR�WKH�UHDGHU�ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�
DVVLJQHG�WKH�1DUUDWRU�DOORZLQJ�WKLV�UHDGHU�WR�KDYH�DW�OHDVW�D�VPDOO�GUDPDWLF�VWRU\�FKDUDFWHU�UROH� 
 
,I�\RXU�3OD\ERRN��VWRU\�LV�LQ�VLQJOH-OHYHO�IRUPDW��DV�IRU�VRPH�XSSHU�JUDGHV���WKHQ�DVVLJQ�UROHV�EDVHG�RQ�UHDGHU�
JHQGHU�DQG�UROH�VL]H��DVVLJQ�VWURQJHU�UHDGHUV�WR�ODUJHU�UROHV�DQG�WKH�QDUUDWRU�UROH��RU�\RX�FDQ�DOORZ�VWXGHQWV�WR�
FKRRVH�UROHV���5HPHPEHU��VWXGHQWV�DOVR�HQMR\�SOD\LQJ�RSSRVLWH�JHQGHU�UROHV��VR�GRQ¶W�ZRUU\�LI�\RX�GRQ¶W�KDYH�
HQRXJK�UHDGHUV�RU�SDUWV�IRU�HDFK�JHQGHU��&KLOGUHQ�DOVR�HQMR\�WDNLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�UROH�DQG�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�RI�
SRUWUD\LQJ�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�FKDUDFWHUV�ZKHQ�QHHGHG�� 



� 

6WDJH���-�(DUO\�5HDGHU�  .LQGHUJDUWHQ��VW�*UDGH 
 7\SLFDOO\�$JHV��-� 

6WDJH���-�%HJLQQLQJ�5HDGHU *UDGHV��-� 
  �7\SLFDOO\�$JHV��-� 

6WDJH���-�7UDQVLWLRQDO�5HDGHU� *UDGHV��-�� 
  �7\SLFDOO\�$JHV��-� 

6WDJH���-�$GYDQFHG�5HDGHU *UDGHV��-� 
  7\SLFDOO\�$JHV���-�� 

6WDJH���-�([SHUW�5HDGHU 7HHQ�$GXOW�5HDGHU 

6WDJH���-�,QWHUPHGLDWH�5HDGHU *UDGHV��-� 
 7\SLFDOO\�$JHV��-�� 

6WDJH���-�(PHUJLQJ�5HDGHU� �3UH-.�-��VW�*UDGH 
 �7\SLFDOO\�$JHV��-� 

 
7KH�3OD\ERRN��5HFRPPHQGHG�5HDGHU�$VVLJQPHQW�FKDUW�SURYLGHV�FRPELQDWLRQ�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�ZKHQ�QHFHVVDU\�LQ�
RUGHU�WR�EDODQFH�HDFK�UHDGHU�LQ�VWRULHV�WKDW�PD\�KDYH�VHPL-PDLQ�FKDUDFWHUV�ZKRVH�UROHV�DUH�RQO\�LQ�SRUWLRQV�RI�WKH�VWRU\�
�H�J���D�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�ZRXOG�EH�SURYLGHG�WR�KDYH�RQH�UHDGHU�WDNH�ERWK�D�FKDUDFWHU�UROH�WKDW�RQO\�DSSHDUV�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�KDOI�
RI�WKH�VWRU\�DQG�D�FKDUDFWHU�WKDW�RQO\�DSSHDUV�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�WKH�VWRU\�� 
 

Playbook®  Reading Levels - Determine for Each Student 

7KHUH�DUH�VL[�3OD\ERRN��5HDGLQJ�OHYHOV��VKRZQ�EHORZ���&KRRVH�WKH�RQH�WKDW�EHVW�VXLWV�HDFK�VWXGHQW�DQG�UHFRUG�WKLV�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�\RXU�FODVV�OLVW��<RX�FDQ�GHWHUPLQH�WKH�RSWLPXP�OHYHO�E\�KDYLQJ�HDFK�VWXGHQW�WDNH�WKH�3OD\ERRN��
5HDGDELOLW\�7HVW��,I�\RX�FDQ��VHW�DVLGH�VRPH�WLPH�WR�WHVW�DOO�VWXGHQWV��1RWH�WKDW�WKH�*UDGH�/HYHO�&RQWHQW��*/&��DQG�
5HDGLQJ�6WDJHV��56��RI�HDFK�3OD\ERRN��VWRU\�DUH�ODEHOHG�LQ�WKH�LQVLGH�IURQW�FRYHU�RI�WKH�ERRN�LQ�WKH�WRS�ULJKW�FRUQHU� 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparing the Students 

Character Summaries  

$�&KDUDFWHU�6XPPDU\�LV�SURYLGHG�LQ�WKH�IURQW�RI�HDFK�3OD\ERRN��VWRU\�DQG�SURYLGHV�D�EULHI�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�HDFK�
FKDUDFWHU¶V�SHUVRQDOLW\�ZULWWHQ�LQ�ILUVW�SHUVRQ�IRUP��%HIRUH�EHJLQQLQJ�DQ\�3OD\ERRN��VWRU\��KDYH�VWXGHQWV�ILUVW�UHDG�
VLOHQWO\�WKHLU�FKDUDFWHU
V�VXPPDU\�VR�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�EHJLQ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�SHUVRQD�RI�WKHLU�DVVLJQHG�FKDUDFWHU��6XJJHVW�
WKDW�VWXGHQWV�EULQJ�WKHLU�FKDUDFWHUV�WR�OLIH�ZLWK�FUHDWLYLW\��H[SUHVVLRQ��DQG�HQWKXVLDVP��DQG�WU\�WR�VSHDN�WKHLU�SDUWV�ZLWK�WKH�
SHUVRQDOLW\�RI�WKHLU�FKDUDFWHU�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�HQWLUH�VWRU\��6XJJHVW�WKDW�UHDGHUV�WU\�GLIIHUHQW�YRLFHV�RU�DFFHQWV�WR�GHYHORS�
VWURQJHU�FKDUDFWHUV�DQG�QRW�WR�EH�DIUDLG�WR�XVH�ERG\�ODQJXDJH�DQG�JHVWXUHV�WR�HQKDQFH�WKHLU�FKDUDFWHU¶V�SHUVRQD��8VLQJ�DQ�
H[SUHVVLYH�YRLFH��JLYH�VXJJHVWLRQV�OLNH��³0U��%HDU�WDONV�LQ�D�GHHS�YRLFH��OLNH�WKLV��DQG�0LOOLH�)LHOGPRXVH�ZRXOG�SUREDEO\�
WDON�LQ�D�KLJK�VTXHDN\�YRLFH��OLNH�WKLV�´�+HOS�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�IXQ�GHYHORSLQJ�WKHLU�FKDUDFWHUV��$OVR�VXJJHVW�WKDW�WKH\�SD\�
DWWHQWLRQ�WR�DQG�HPSOR\�FXH�WH[W�DV�PXFK�DV�SRVVLEOH�WR�HQKDQFH�WKHLU�FKDUDFWHU�SRUWUD\DO��)LQDOO\��EHIRUH�EHJLQQLQJ�WKH�
DFWXDO�VWRU\��KDYH�HDFK�VWXGHQW�UHDG�WKHLU�FKDUDFWHU�VXPPDU\�$/28'� 
 
$�OHJHQG�DSSHDUV�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�HDFK�SDJH�RI�WKH�VWRU\�WKDW�VKRZV�HDFK�FKDUDFWHU¶V�QDPH�LQ�LWV�SUHVHQWHG�FRORU��7KLV�OHJHQG�
KHOSV�DOO�UHDGHUV�VWD\�FRQVLVWHQWO\�LQ�WXQH�ZLWK�ZKLFK�FKDUDFWHU�LV�ZKLFK�DQG�FDQ�HQKDQFH�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�DQG�WKH�
LQYROYHPHQW�RI�HYHU\RQH�LQ�WKH�VWRU\� 
 

Cue Text  

5HDGLQJ�ZLWK�H[SUHVVLRQ�HQKDQFHV�WKH�OLVWHQLQJ�HQMR\PHQW�IRU�RWKHUV��&XH�7H[W�LV�SURYLGHG�IRU�FHUWDLQ�SDVVDJHV�
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�VWRU\�WR�HQFRXUDJH�WKH�XVH�RI�YRFDO�YDULDWLRQV��YROXPH�DQG�WHPSR�FKDQJHV��IDFLDO�H[SUHVVLRQV�DQG�GLIIHUHQW�
SRVWXUH�SRVLWLRQV��&XH�7H[W�LV�DOZD\V�LQ��SDUHQWKHVHV��DQG�LWDOLFV��DQG�LV�QRW�DFWXDOO\�UHDG-DORXG��,W�LV�KHOSIXO�IRU�VWXGHQWV�
WR�KHDU�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�VW\OH�DQG�YROXPH�RI�DSSOLHG�FXH�WH[W�LQ�WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�D�OLQH�RI�GLDORJXH��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�
WHDFKHU�PD\�UHDG�WKH�OLQH���VXUSULVHG���*RRG�*UDFLRXV��,W
V�KDUG�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW
V�D�ZLOG�FUHDWXUH���XVLQJ�D�
³VXUSULVHG´�H[SUHVVLRQ�LQ�KHU�YRLFH�DQG�SXWWLQJ�KHU�KDQG�RQ�WKH�VLGH�RI�KHU�IDFH� 

See back page  
for a correlation  
of these levels  
to other known 
reading level 
scales.  



� 

 

Coaching (Engaging videos for students to watch to learn about Reader’s Theater and reading with expression can be found at 
www.readerstheater.com/pages/implementation-tools) 

([SUHVVLYH�UHDGLQJ�LV�QRW�OLPLWHG�WR�YRFDO�YDULHW\��3URSHUO\�XVHG��DFWLRQV�DUH�DOVR�LPSRUWDQW�WR�FRQYH\LQJ�PHDQLQJ��
$FWLRQV�LQFOXGH�IDFLDO�H[SUHVVLRQV��SRVWXUH��KDQG�RU�DUP�PRYHPHQWV��JHVWXUHV��DQG�SK\VLFDO�PRYHPHQWV��ODUJH�DQG�
VPDOO��)DFLDO�H[SUHVVLRQV�FDQ�FRQYH\�GLVWLQFW�IHHOLQJV�VXFK�DV�VXUSULVH��IHDU��KDSSLQHVV��FRQIXVLRQ��GLVJXVW��LQWHUHVW��
GLVEHOLHI��DQJHU��DQG�VDGQHVV��3RVWXUH�UHIOHFWV�DQ�DWWLWXGH�DQG�VXJJHVWV�FKDUDFWHU��+DQG�RU�DUP�PRYHPHQWV�PD\�
LQFOXGH�ZDYLQJ��SRLQWLQJ�RU�GUDZLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�ILQJHU��$Q�RSHQ�SDOP�RIWHQ�LV�VHHQ�DV�JLYLQJ�RU�UHFHLYLQJ��*HVWXUHV�
DUH�D�VSHFLILF�W\SH�RI�ERG\�PRYHPHQW�PDGH�ZLWK�WKH�KHDG��VKRXOGHUV��OHJV��IHHW��KDQGV�RU�DUPV��$�VKUXJ�RI�WKH�
VKRXOGHUV�PD\�LQGLFDWH�LJQRUDQFH��LURQ\�RU�SHUSOH[LW\��3K\VLFDO�PRYHPHQWV�DUH�ZKHQ�WKH�UHDGHU�FKDQJHV�SRVLWLRQ�
RU�ORFDWLRQ��7KH\�PD\�DOVR�LQFOXGH�UXQQLQJ��KRSSLQJ��VNLSSLQJ��VWRPSLQJ��RU�RWKHU�PRYHPHQWV��$OO�WKHVH�W\SHV�RI�
DFWLRQV�KHOS�WKH�UHDGHU�JHW�LQWR�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�HPSKDVL]H�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�WKH�VWRU\��&RDFK�VWXGHQWV�E\�H[DPSOH�LQ�
H[SUHVVLYH�UHDGLQJ�� 
 

'LUHFW�VWXGHQWV�LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�SHUIRUPDQFH�WHFKQLTXHV�E\�DVNLQJ�WKHP�WR� 

· +ROG�WKH�ERRN�VR�WKHLU�IDFHV�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�DQG�WKHLU�YRLFHV�KHDUG� 

· 6SHDN�FKDUDFWHU�GLDORJXH�VORZO\��FOHDUO\��DQG�ORXGO\�HQRXJK�IRU�WKH�HQWLUH�JURXS�WR�KHDU�DQG�XQGHUVWDQG� 

· 8VH�YRLFH��IDFH��DQG�ERG\�WR�H[SUHVV�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�SHUVRQDOLW\�DQG�WKH�DFWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWRU\��³&XH�7H[W´�
SURYLGHV�SURPSWV�WR�KHOS�EULQJ�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV�WR�OLIH� 

· %H�JRRG�OLVWHQHUV�ZKLOH�RWKHUV�DUH�UHDGLQJ�WKHLU�SDUWV��.HHS�XS�ZKLOH�RWKHUV�DUH�UHDGLQJ�DORXG�VR�\RX�DUH�
UHDG\�ZKHQ�LW¶V�WLPH�WR�UHDG�\RXU�SDUWV��%H�SROLWH�DQG�WU\�WR�VWD\�TXLHW�DQG�QRW�FUHDWH�GLVWUDFWLRQV�ZKLOH�
\RX¶UH�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�\RXU�WXUQ� 

· 6WDQG�RU�VLW�VWLOO��ILGJHWLQJ�GLVWUDFWV�IURP�WKH�SHUIRUPDQFH� 

· 7U\�WR�LQYROYH�WKH�DXGLHQFH��LI�WKHUH�LV�RQH���E\�ORRNLQJ�XS�IURP�WKH�ERRN�DQG�PDNLQJ�H\H�FRQWDFW� 

· .HHS�JRLQJ�LI�WKH\�PDNH�D�PLVWDNH�� 

· 5HOD[��EUHDWKH�DQG�KDYH�IXQ� 

Appropriate Behavior 

.LGV�KDYH�IXQ�UHDGLQJ�3OD\ERRNV���6R�PXFK�IXQ��LQ�IDFW��WKDW�VRPHWLPHV�WKH\�FDQ�ORVH�IRFXV�GXULQJ�WKH�UHDGLQJ��,W¶V�
LPSRUWDQW�IRU�WHDFKHUV�WR�KHOS�NLGV�PDLQWDLQ�VHOI-FRQWURO�VR�WKDW�WKH\�GRQ¶W�PLVV�RXW�RQ�WKH�EHQHILWV�RI�UHDGHU¶V�
WKHDWHU��7U\�XVLQJ�RQH�RI�WKHVH�VWUDWHJLHV�WR�UH-GLUHFW�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�RI�\RXU�VWXGHQWV�LI�WKH\�VWUD\�WRR�IDU�IURP�WKH�WH[W��
XVH�'LUHFWRU�ODQJXDJH�VXFK�DV��³FXW�´�RU�³TXLHW�RQ�WKH�VHW´�RU�XVH�D�EHOO�RU�ZKLVWOH��0DNH�VXUH�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�NQRZ�
ZKDW�WKH�VLJQDOV�PHDQ�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�DUH�VXSSRVHG�WR�UHVSRQG�EHIRUH�\RX�VWDUW�UHDGLQJ�� 
 
6RPHWLPHV�LW�FDQ�EH�KHOSIXO�WR�DVN�VWXGHQWV�WR�WHOO�DGXOWV�ZKDW�QHHGV�WR�EH�GRQH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�D�JRDO��:KHQ�
FKLOGUHQ�IHHO�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�JXLGHOLQHV�WKH\�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�IROORZ�WKHLU�RZQ�UXOHV��%HIRUH�\RX�UHDG��DVN�\RXU�
VWXGHQWV�WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�WKLQJV�WKH\�VKRXOG�GR�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRPSOHWH�WKH�VWRU\�DQG�WKLQJV�WKH\�VKRXOG�QRW�GR�� 
 
Positive Reinforcement 

,W¶V�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�VWXGHQWV�VXFFHHG�ZKLOH�WKH\�DUH�KDYLQJ�IXQ��)RFXV�RQ�ZKDW�HDFK�VWXGHQW�GRHV�ZHOO��
LQVWHDG�RI�ZKHUH�WKH\�VWXPEOH��%\�UHLQIRUFLQJ�WKH�SRVLWLYH��FKLOGUHQ�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�FRQWLQXH�WR�
LPSURYH��WKH\�ZLOO�DOVR�EHFRPH�PRWLYDWHG�WR�UHDG�PRUH�RIWHQ��7U\�XVLQJ�VWDWHPHQWV�WKDW�EHJLQ�ZLWK�WKH�
SKUDVHV��³,�OLNH�WKH�ZD\�\RX«´�RU�³,�VHH�KRZ�\RX«´�RU�³,�QRWLFH«´�&KLOGUHQ�ZDQW�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�RI�
DGXOWV��VR�OHW�WKHP�NQRZ�\RX�DUH�ZDWFKLQJ�DQG�QRWLFLQJ�WKHLU�HIIRUWV�HYHQ�ZKHQ�WKH\�DUH�UHDGLQJ�LQ�
LQGHSHQGHQW�JURXSV�� 

 

Recognizing Star Performers!  

5HZDUGLQJ�VWXGHQWV�IRU�H[SUHVVLRQ��DUWLFXODWLRQ��JRRG�PDQQHUV��DQG�EHLQJ�UHDG\�WR�UHDG�ZKHQ�LW
V�WKHLU�
WXUQ�LPSURYHV�WKHLU�UHDGLQJ�DELOLW\�DQG�PDNHV�UHDGLQJ�D�3OD\ERRN��HYHQ�PRUH�HQMR\DEOH��,W�LV�
UHFRPPHQGHG�WKDW�WKH�WHDFKHU��RU�DQ\�RWKHU�DGXOW�PRGHUDWLQJ�D�UHDGLQJ�VHVVLRQ��UHFRJQL]H�DQG�FKRRVH�D�
6WDU�3HUIRUPHU�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�UHDGLQJ��$�VPDOO�SUL]H��VWLFNHUV��SHQFLOV��HWF���RU�DQ�$ZDUG�&HUWLILFDWH�
PLJKW�EH�JLYHQ���7HDFKHUV�PD\�GRZQORDG�D�IXOO�FRORU�3OD\ERRN��3HUIRUPDQFH�$ZDUG�&HUWLILFDWH�DW�WKH�
IROORZLQJ�ZHEVLWH�ORFDWLRQ��ZZZ�UHDGHUVWKHDWHU�FRP�SDJHV�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ-WRROV 

 

 



� 

5HFRJQL]LQJ�DQG�UHZDUGLQJ�VWDU�SHUIRUPHUV�DUH�JUHDW�SUDFWLFHV�WKDW�PDQ\�WLPHV�UHVXOWV�LQ�
FRQILGHQFH-ERRVWLQJ�UHFRJQLWLRQ�IRU�ORZHU-OHYHO�UHDGHUV��DV�WKH\�WHQG�WR�EH�WKH�EHWWHU�SHUIRUPHUV���
+DYLQJ�VWXGHQWV�FKRRVH�WKH�6WDU�3HUIRUPHU�LV�XVXDOO\�RQO\�UHFRPPHQGHG�IRU�ORZHU�JUDGH�OHYHO�
FODVVURRPV�DV�LW�XQIDLUO\�WHQGV�WR�EH�D�SRSXODULW\�FRQWHVW�ZLWK�XSSHU�HOHPHQWDU\�JUDGHV�� 

Assessment  (Can be found in the Step-By-Guide at www.readerstheater.com/pages/implementation-tools) 

)ROORZLQJ�WKH�UHDGLQJ�VHVVLRQ��DVN�WKH�VWXGHQWV�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�VWRU\�SORW��PRUDO�HWF��0RVW�
3OD\ERRN��VWRULHV�LQFOXGH�H[WHQVLYH�VXSSOHPHQWDO�DFWLYLW\�ZRUNVKHHWV�WKDW�PHHW�FURVV-
FXUULFXODU�VWDWH�VWDQGDUGV��7KHVH�DFWLYLWLHV�DUH�DOVR�DQ�HIIHFWLYH�PHDQV�RI�DVVHVVPHQW��7KH�
IROORZLQJ�SURYLGHV�DGGLWLRQDO�DFWLYLWLHV�WKDW�W\SLFDOO\�ILOO�VWDWH�HGXFDWLRQDO�VWDQGDUGV�IRU�
ODQJXDJH�DUWV� 

 

· 6WXGHQWV�UHWHOO�WKH�VWRU\�LQ�D�SLHFH�RI�ZULWLQJ��GUDPDWLF�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��RU�³SORW´�IORZ�FKDUW�� 
· 6WXGHQWV�FUHDWH�D�ERRN�SRVWHU�ZKLFK�DQVZHUV�ZKR��ZKDW��ZKHQ��ZKHUH��DQG�KRZ�RI�WKH�VWRU\� 
· 6WXGHQWV�FUHDWH�D�ERRN�SRVWHU�IRU�HDFK�GLVFXVVHG�VWRU\�HOHPHQW��SORW��VHWWLQJ��FKDUDFWHUV��DV�ZHOO�DV�

EHJLQQLQJ��PLGGOH��DQG�HQG�LQ�WKH�VWRU\� 
· 6WXGHQWV�FUHDWH�D�³SUREOHP�VROXWLRQ´�FKDUW�IRU�WKH�VWRU\� 
· 6WXGHQWV�JHQHUDWH�DOWHUQDWLYH�HQGLQJV�WR�WKH�VWRU\�� 
 

Step-by-Step Implementation  

)UHH������,PSOHPHQWDWLRQ�:HELQDUV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�DW�www.readerstheater.com/pages/implementation-tools��SOXV�DOO�
KDQGRXWV��IRUPV�DQG�RWKHU�UHVRXUFHV� 

�� 3ODQ�WKH�UHDGLQJ�DFWLYLW\�W\SH��JURXSLQJ��DQG�DVVLJQPHQW�RI�UROHV��WHDFKHU�SUHSDUDWLRQ�� 

�� 3UHSDUH�WKH�VWXGHQWV��'HVLJQDWH�WKHLU�UROHV��DQG�UHYLHZ�HWLTXHWWH�DQG�SHUIRUPDQFH�WLSV��0DNH�LW�IXQ� 

�� 'LUHFW�VWXGHQWV�WR�UHDG�WKHLU�DVVLJQHG�FKDUDFWHU�UROH¶V�³&KDUDFWHU�6XPPDU\´�VLOHQWO\�� 

�� &KRUDO�UHDG�WKH�VWRU\��LI�\RX�KDYH�SXUFKDVHG�D�FODVVURRP�VHW�RU�KDYH�HQRXJK�ERRNV�IRU�DOO�UHDGHUV���7KH�VWRU\�
LV�UHDG�LQ�LWV�HQWLUHW\�E\�JURXSV�RI�VWXGHQWV�UHDGLQJ�WKHLU�SDUWV�LQ�XQLVRQ�ZLWK�RWKHU�VWXGHQWV�DVVLJQHG�WKH�VDPH�
UROH�� 

�� 'LVFXVV�WKH�FKRUDO�UHDGLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�FODVV�HPSKDVL]LQJ�JRRG�SHUIRUPDQFH�IRU�HDFK�FKDUDFWHU���H�J��³+RZ�FRXOG�
ZH�PDNH�-DFN�VHHP�UHDOO\�VFDUHG�ZKHQ�WKH�JLDQW�FKDVHV�KLP"´� 

�� %UHDN�LQWR�WKH�VPDOO�LQWHJUDWHG�JURXSV�\RX�DVVLJQHG�IRU�WKH�UHDGLQJ��7KHVH�VPDOO�JURXSV�UHDG�WKH�HQWLUH�VWRU\�DW�
WKHLU�RZQ�SDFH�JLYLQJ�HDFK�VWXGHQW�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�UHDG�WKHLU�UROH�DORQH�ZLWK�D�VPDOO�JURXS�RI�WKHLU�SHHUV�
DQG�WKH�FKDQFH�WR�EH�D�VWDU��'HSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�ERRNV�RU�VWRULHV�DYDLODEOH��RWKHU�JURXSV�PD\�GR�
IROORZ-XS�DFWLYLWLHV��SUDFWLFH�RU�SODQ�IRU�DQ�XSFRPLQJ�SHUIRUPDQFH�ZKLOH�DQRWKHU�JURXS�RU�JURXSV�UHDGV�WKH�
VWRU\��,I�WLPH�DOORZV��LW�LV�KHOSIXO�WR�VLW�ZLWK�HDFK�JURXS�GXULQJ�WKHLU�UHDGLQJ��7KLV�JLYHV�\RX�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�
LQGLYLGXDO�DVVHVVPHQW�DQG�SRVLWLYH�UHLQIRUFHPHQW�� 

�� $VVHVV�DQG�SUHVHQW�DZDUG�FHUWLILFDWHV�WR�UHDGHUV��7KLV�FRXOG�EH�OLNH�DQ�DFDGHP\�
DZDUG�FHUHPRQ\�RU�PD\EH�MXVW�D�VLPSOH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�IRU�GRLQJ�D�SDUWLFXODUO\�
JRRG�MRE�LQ�RQH�DUHD��3UHVHQW�DV�PDQ\�RU�DV�IHZ�DV�\RX�OLNH� 

�� 'LVFXVV�WKH�UHDGLQJ�DQG�EUDLQVWRUP�LGHDV�IRU�D�³SHUIRUPDQFH´�LI�\RX�OLNH��,I�\RX�
KDYH�VHYHUDO�JURXSV�UHDGLQJ�GLIIHUHQW�VWRULHV��HYHU\RQH�FDQ�YRWH�RQ�D�IDYRULWH�� 

�� 3HUIRUP�WKH�VWXGHQWV¶�IDYRULWH�VWRU\�IRU�WKH�HQWLUH�FODVV��RWKHU�FODVVHV��RU�SDUHQWV��
�RSWLRQDO� 

 

7KH�3OD\ERRN��VWRU\�DZDLWV�WKH�LPDJLQDWLRQ�RI�\RX�DQG�\RXU�VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�HQGOHVV�
SRVVLELOLWLHV��7KH�FUHDWLYLW\�\RX�XVH�ZKHQ�UHDGLQJ�D�3OD\ERRN��LV�XS�WR�\RXU�FDVW�RI�
FKDUDFWHUV��<RXU�UHDGHUV�PD\�HYHQ�FKRRVH�WR�GUHVV�XS�OLNH�KLV�RU�KHU�FKDUDFWHU�XVLQJ�
VSHFLDO�FORWKHV��PDNH-XS��DQG�SURSV��RU�WKLQJV�DV�VLPSOH�DV�D�KDW�RU�VXQJODVVHV�WKDW�
WKH\�FDQ�EULQJ�LQ�IURP�KRPH��:LWKRXW�PHPRUL]LQJ�DQ\�VFULSWV��3OD\ERRNV��DUH�LGHDO�
IRU�XVH�LQ�WUDGLWLRQDO�7KHDWHU�IRUP� 
 

 
$OZD\V�UHPHPEHU�«�%HLQJ�D�6WDU�0DNHV�5HDGLQJ�)XQ�� 
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Playbook® character roles are leveled by credentialed teachers to fit the skills of both struggling and higher level 
readers that may fall within the span of several grades. 

 

 
 
 
Playbook® roles written at this level have… 

Approximate Correlation to Other Reading Scales 

Fountas & 
Pinnell/
Guided 
Reading 

Reading 
Recovery 

DRA Lexile 

Stage 1 
Early Reader 
Grades K-1 

simple sentences and sight words or words 
introduced by another character role, 3-4 words per 
sentence, and 1-2 sentences per passage. 

 
C-F 

 
3-10 

 
4-10 

 
100-199 

Stage 2 
Beginning Reader 
Grades 1-2 

simple sentence structure with slightly longer 
passages and more high frequency words, and 2-3 
sentences per passage. 

 
F-K 

 
10-18 

 
10-24 

 
200-399 

Stage 3 
Transitional Reader 
Grades 2-3 

some large chunks of texts with an increase in 
vocabulary difficulty and sentence structure, and 3-
4 sentences per passage.   

 
L-N 

 
20-22 

 
28-34 

 
400-599 

Stage 4 
Intermediate Reader 
Grades 3-4 

longer passages and more elaborate vocabulary 
and sentence structure, and 4-5 sentences per 
passage.  

 
O-S 

 
24-26 

 
38-40 

 
600-799 

Stage 5 
Advanced Reader 
Grades 5-6 

some use of complex sentences and concepts, 
more developed character dialogue and detailed 
text, and some figurative language. 

 
T-Y 

 
28-30 

 
44 

 

 
800-999 

Stage 6 
Expert Reader 
Grades 7-12 

complex sentences, more advanced sentence 
variation, and figurative language. 

 
Z 

 
32-34 

  
1000-
1100 

 
 
 
Playbook® 
Reading Level 

Stage 0 
Emerging Reader 
Grades PK-1 

short and simple sentences, 3-4 words per 
sentence using vocabulary with "hard" consonants 
and "short" vowels, including some early sight 
words, and 1 sentence per passage.  

 
A-C 

 
1-3 

 
1-4 

 
0-100 

Reading Level Correlation 

 

3OD\ERRN��5HDGLQJ�/HYHO�&RUUHODWLRQ 

,Q�RUGHU�WR�DVVLVW�WHDFKHUV�DQG�IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�DVVLJQLQJ�RI�UROHV�IRU�UHDGHU¶V�WKHDWHU�
VPDOO�JURXS�UHDGLQJ��3OD\ERRNV��,QF��KDV�GHYHORSHG�D�VLPSOLILHG�VHULHV�RI�UHDGLQJ�
OHYHOV��7KLV�FKDUW�SURYLGHV�DQ�DSSUR[LPDWH�FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKHVH�OHYHOV�DQG�
RWKHU�NQRZQ�UHDGLQJ�OHYHO�VFDOHV�� 

3OD\ERRNV�3XEOLVKLQJ��,QF� 
�-���-���-���� 

ZZZ�UHDGHUVWKHDWHU�FRP 

�������3OD\ERRNV�3XEOLVKLQJ�,QF���$OO�5LJKWV�5HVHUYHG 

The unique format of a Playbook® with character colorization and specialized  reading levels is a proprietary method of book structure, writing, format, construction, re-
construction, displaying and printing protected under U.S. Patent No’s 7,456,834 . 

 


